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Welcome

While it's not easy to convey with the written word, a prevailing theme in Dumas is the "Spirit of Community"
which is immediately evident in the people of our city. Dumas has a long tradition of involved citizens. Our
community is comprised of hard working, conservative people with an appetite for progress. We are quite
confident that you will rapidly appreciate our proactive business environment, quality of life and prosperous
economy.

Brief History

Dumas is the county seat of Moore County. It is located at the junction of U.S. highways 87 and 287 in the
center of the county. It was named for Louis Dumas, president of the Panhandle Town Site Company, who
purchased railroad survey lands in the Panhandle. In January 1891 Dumas and his associates formed the
Moore County Town Site Company and platted the town on a site some five miles south of South Palo Duro
Creek. The first building housed the company office, a hotel, a general store, and the first post office. James
C. Wilson served as first postmaster and was followed by John F. Patterson, who opened a general store
later that year. The following year Moore County was organized, and Dumas was elected county seat. By
then several lots had been sold and a courthouse erected. The first school was constructed in 1892 on the
block west of the courthouse.
A plague of grasshoppers in the summer of 1893 and a severe winter during 1893-94 almost reduced
Dumas to a ghost town. Even Louis Dumas gave up hope and moved back to Grayson County. At times
during the next few years only one family was reported as inhabiting the town site. In 1900 Arthur Nield's
mercantile store was the sole business in operation. In 1904 Phillips and Son bought this establishment and
started an enterprise that is still in operation. J. V. Mills opened a rival general store, and the first bank was
opened in 1908. Since there was no railroad, supplies were hauled overland from Amarillo. A skating rink
was opened, and the county's first newspaper, the Moore County Pioneer, began circulation in 1909. Two
churches had been established, and by 1910 automobiles and telephones were in use. When the Enid,
Ochiltree and Western Railroad announced plans to build through Dumas, the population increased from
twenty-three in 1903 to over 100 by 1915. Though that railroad scheme fell through, Dumas grew to around
200 and had a blacksmith shop, a barbershop, a lumberyard, a drugstore, and other businesses serving
area ranchers and wheat farmers. After cotton was introduced to the county in 1918, a gin was opened in
Dumas.
The determination of the Dumas residents to stay in their windswept environment paid off when oil and
natural gas were discovered in the county in 1926. The population grew rapidly as Shamrock Oil and Gas
and other major companies moved into the vicinity. In 1931 the long-awaited hopes for a railroad were
realized with the building of the North Plains and Santa Fe line from Amarillo to Boise City, Oklahoma.
These new developments greatly boosted the town's economic, civic, and cultural growth. Streets were
paved, a fire department was organized, a new courthouse was built, and a new newspaper, the Moore
County News, replaced the defunct Pioneer. Despite the Dust Bowl, the population of Dumas grew to 2,500
by 1935. In 1936 a zinc-smelting plant was established in the vicinity, as were several carbon black plants
that utilized the sour gas from the oilfields. World War II further stimulated the area's petroleum industry,
causing the population to increase from 2,117 in 1940 to 6,127 by 1950. On July 29, 1956, the county's
worst disaster, a fire at the Shamrock-McKee plant near Dumas, killed nine plant employees and ten
firemen. By 1965 deep-well irrigation and several petrochemical plants had further enhanced the town's
economy. The population continued to grow, from 8,477 in 1960 to 12,194 in 1980, when Dumas had
twenty-two churches, eight city parks, six public schools, two banks, a hospital, a nursing home, a library,
two radio stations, a cable television company, and 257 businesses. In 1990 the population was 12,871, and
in 2000 it was 13,747. Today, the population has grown to 16,000.
Dumas is still growing and experiencing economic prosperity while the rest of the nation is losing jobs and
businesses. Three new hotels are under construction and a retail center has recently opened. Sales
revenues have increased by 10-15% each of the last 5 years and new home construction has been



continuous. A new Business Park has been installed on the north side of the city and is home to an ice plant
and a trucking company. The advent of renewable technologies has led to a growth in new business
opportunities for Dumas. Future proposed tenants of the Dumas Business Park include a solar company, a
single-phase electric motor company and structural insulated panel manufacturer. Three new cellulose
based ethanol plants are proposed just north of the community, a small bio-fuel facility is in the works and
four new wind farms surround the community. Dumas is in the heart of one of the state's leading grain
sorghum producing areas. Moore County also produces large quantities of natural gas, as well as two-thirds
of the nation's helium. Several feedlots, grain elevators, beef packers, dairies, seed companies and fertilizer
plants, as well as a tannery, attest to the leadership in agribusiness.
Examples of the community’s desire to grow and progress can be seen in the recent bond elections that
paved the way for a new Middle School and a new water park which is set to open June of 2009. The Moore
County Historical Museum features memorabilia and displays of local history, area wildlife, Indian artifacts,
and changing exhibits. The major annual event, complete with parade and carnival, is called Dogie Days
(pronounced doagey which means small calf) and occurs during the second weekend in June. This event is
put on by the Dumas Noon Lions Club which is the second largest Lions Club in the world per capita and the
seventh largest in the country. The Fourth of July events include The World Mud Volleyball Championship
that attracts hundreds of people from around the region. Fall events are the Dumas Cowboy Classic Rodeo
and the County Art Bazaar. In December, the city is donned with lights and the Annual Candy Cane Lane
Festival welcomes Santa Claus to town in front of the County Courthouse for hundreds of kids of all ages to
enjoy. Moore County Airport is west of the city and is expanding its runway to accommodate small jet traffic.
Dumas was made famous by the hit song "I'm a Ding Dong Daddy from Dumas," recorded by Phil Harris in
the 1940s. The song was written by Phil Baxter of Navarro County after he had spent a night in Dumas on a
trip to Denver. In 1982 Dumas was the home of the Arturo Toscanini Society, a national group dedicated to
preserving the conductor's memory.



What is a Ding Dong Daddy?

This is the question most visitors to Dumas, Texas ask after
arriving in the county seat city of Moore County, lodged in the
near northwestern top of the Texas Panhandle.
Let’s go back to the beginning – First of all, the man who first
developed the town was named Louis Dumas and the town
was his namesake. This all took place in the late 1800’s as
the Texas Panhandle was one of the final areas of the State
of Texas to be developed from the raw prairie.

Dumas, the town developer, stayed in the city with his name
only a short time, but the name remains to this day. And, what
began as a dusty crossroads on the prairie above the “big blues”
north and west of Amarillo above the Canadian River began to
grow. First, the town was given little chance to survive, but the
pioneer-stock was hardy stuff and they stuck it out. The small village was only 571 souls in the 1920’s and
late in that decade a man who was to become a moderately successful band leader and song writer, Phil
Baxter, chanced upon Dumas. He spent a few weeks in Dumas getting acquainted and after he had a steak
continued his journey. Les than a year later Baxter penned the words and tune to a song which he name
“I’m a Ding Dong Daddy from Dumas.” The catchy song gained national recognition when Phil Harris, band
leader for the Jack Benny Radio Show, recorded the song.

Dumas, like many smaller towns, grew and prospered during the years prior to and during World War II.
During this time several industrial plants had been constructed and the town boasted 2,117 population in
1940. Shortly after the end of World War II, local Dumas residents organized and began operations of radio
station KDDD. The three “D’s” came from the song – I’m a Ding Dong Daddy from Dumas.

Radio station KDDD used the song as its theme song and later early radio station manager, and later
owner, Ken Duke, commission an Amarillo commercial artist, Hut Hutson, to create an image of the Ding
Dong Daddy of the song. As a result, Hutson created the caricature that is the “Ding Dong Daddy from
Dumas” complete with radio microphone. The radio station copyrighted the caricature and used it as its
trademark. The little Ding Dong Daddy became popular and in the early 1950’s KDDD loaned the logo to
the Dumas Chamber of Commerce for use in promoting Dumas, with the provision that the logo not be used
by any commercial business other than to boost Dumas.

A few years later, the Chamber of Commerce created a counterpart, giving life to the Ding Dong Dolly from
Dumas. Plastic pins of both the “Daddy” and “Dolly” have been given wide distribution over most of the Free
World as Dumas residents have traveled and given away the small caricatures of plastic.

Today, the Moore County Historical Museum has on display the original artwork of the “Ding Dong Daddy
from Dumas”, along with an autographed copy of the sheet music by Phil Baxter. Also a copy on tape of the
portion of a radio broadcast interview with song writer Phil Baxter and KDDD’s Ken Duke made during the
Dumas Dogie Day celebration in June, 1957. So, you can see that there really is a “Ding Dong Daddy from
Dumas” and holding or wearing one of the Daddy pins gives the owner an attitude of being a part of the
great heritage of the Panhandle of Dumas, Texas.

Except courtesy of “Our Town – Dumas” by Jay B. Funk.





Like many other great discoveries, the opening of the great Panhandle Oil and Gas Field was the result of
an accident, or rather an incident in the performance of another task. C. N. Gould, then professor of geology
at the University of Oklahoma, was given a commission by Theodore Roosevelt to trace the water sources
of the Canadian River drainage area. That was in the years 1903, 1904 and 1905. The information was for
the use of the United States Geological Survey. It was while engaged in this work in the area that he noted
and mapped the structure that later was to produce such valuable quantities of oil and gas.
Early in 1926 Moore County received a play on the theory of the northwest trend extension and the first oil
well was found there that year. It has proven to be the best gas area in the field and the largest gas wells in
the district are in Moore County. One was completed 28 years ago for a daily flow of 176 million cubic feet.
The gradual development of the field has determined as facts, many things concerning the geology of this
field that were only theories at the outset. Recently, another large deposit was discovered north of Dumas
and is estimated to exceed 200 million cubic feet.
Geologically the structure lies along a buried granite
mountain range known as the Amarillo Mountains,
which extends along the length of the field continuing
in a southeasterly course through southwestern
Oklahoma where it comes to the surface as the
Wichita Mountains at an elevation of 1,000 feet above
sea level.
The field which extends along this buried range
stretches from eastern Wheeler County to northern
Moore County in a southeast northwest direction.
It is approximately 100 miles in length with an average
width of eight to twenty-five miles, and contains 1,510,227
acres. Although the entire field projects through the
counties of Hartley, Moore, Hutchinson, Potter, Carson,
Gray and Wheeler counties the oil production is confined
to a series of pools extending along the north flank of the
structure for a distance of 110 miles and due to the
stratigraphy of the oil bearing formations oil is found
both in the sweet and the sour gas areas.

Numerous oil and gas related companies are located in
Dumas. Pioneer Natural Resources, Conoco Phillips,
Dynamic Industries, Continental Carbon, British Petroleum,
and Kinder Morgan are just a few of the big industry names
with a footprint in Dumas. We are anticipating an increase in
workers as the development of the newest natural gas field
begins development.



Cattle Industry

Some of the nation’s largest ranches and feedlots
can be found in the area around Dumas. Moore
County and the surrounding area has long been
a stalwart provider of the cattle industry. From the
formation of the XIT Ranch back in the late 19th
Century, to the discovery of the Ogallala Aquifer in
the early part of the 20th Century, this part of Texas
has long led the world in the beef cattle industry. A
mild climate combined with high-tech approaches
to high-yield agriculture mean that crops and
livestock will always be an important part of our
regional economy. It is estimated that nearly
180,000 head of beef cattle are located in Moore
County and the total feed lot capacity is 220,000.

The proximity to the cattle is what prompted the
construction of a large beef processing plant
located just 10 miles north of the city. After
changing ownership several times over the last 3
decades, JBS Swift assumed the plant in 2007.
Employing nearly 3000 people, JBS Swift is the
largest employer in the area.

JBS Swift, located 12 miles north of Dumas in the
City of Cactus, hosts an employment base of people
From Myanmar (formerly Burma), Somalia and the US.
Because of the lack of affordable housing in Cactus,
JBS Swift busses workers in from Amarillo and Dumas.
New housing is currently in the planning phases to
Allow these workers to reside in the area. Through a partnership between the Dumas Economic
Development Corporation, City of Cactus and JBS Swift, funds have been earmarked to help subsidize the
cost of construction. JBS Swift’s economic impact on the area has been estimated at over $90 million per
year. JBS Swift is owned by a Brazilian family who is in the midst of acquiring American Standard Beef.
They are the largest Beef packing company in the world.


